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create a viable and reasonable economic envi-
ronment for them to maintain their businesses
and grow.

———

TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY RECTOR

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sorrow that | rise on the House floor to mourn
the passing of one of my past colleagues and
personal friends. Although we all feel great
loss with her passing and it is difficult to ex-
press grief for her family and all those who
knew her, | would like to offer this tribute as
a celebration of her many accomplishments.

Representative Shirley J. Rector was a
woman of spirit and principle. As one of the
first women to work at Kaiser Aluminum, she
took the bull by the horns and was elected as
Steelworkers Union Local 338 legislative edu-
cation chair and recording secretary. Even at
that time, her dedication to making the world
a better place was clear.

Shirley was committed to public service.
She was vice chair of the Democratic Central
Committee. | am honored to have been her
colleague when she served as a member of
the State of Washington House of Represent-
atives where she was instrumental in passing
legislation for both the Shared and Family
Leave Acts. She was also on the SIRTI Higher
Education Board and was co-founder of the
Women Helping Women Fund. No one who
was there will ever forget her speech which
electrified the House concerning family and
medical care.

| am humbled by these accomplishments
and | am assured that her legacy of strong in-
volvement in government and community has
touched the lives of many.

———

FREEDOM FOR LUIS MILAN
FERNANDEZ

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Luis
Milan Fernandez, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba.

Dr. Milan Fernandez is a medical doctor by
profession. He chose to dedicate his life to
healing people; but, Dr. Milan Fernandez real-
ized that the people of Cuba are in need of
freedom as well as medicine. In June, 2001
he signed the Manifesto 2001, a document
that protested the lack of basic freedoms in
Cuba.

Dr. Milan Fernandez continued to advocate
for freedom for every Cuban when he joined
the Independent Medical Association of
Santiago. According to Amnesty International,
he also joined fellow health professionals in a
one-day hunger strike to call attention to the
medical situation and other issues pertaining
to the lack of freedom in totalitarian Cuba.

Because of his commitment to freedom for
Cuba, Dr. Milan Fernandez was a victim of the
dictator's brutal March 2003 crackdown on
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pro-democracy activists. In a sham trial, Dr.
Milan Fernandez was sentenced to 13 years
in the totalitarian gulag.

The U.S. State Department's 2003 Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices describes
conditions in the totalitarian gulag as
. . . harsh and life threatening. . . . police
and prison officials often beat, ne-
glected, isolated, and denied medical treat-
ment to detainees and prisoners, including
those convicted of political crimes or those
who persisted in expressing their views . . .
Detainees and prisoners, both common and
political, often were subjected to repeated,
vigorous interrogations designed to coerce
them into signing incriminating statements,
to force collaboration with authorities, or to
intimidate victims. Some endured physical
and sexual abuse, typically by other inmates
with the acquiescence of guards, or long peri-
ods in punitive isolation cells.

Dr. Milan Fernandez is a brilliant example of
the heroism of the Cuban people. No matter
how fierce the repression, no matter how bru-
tal the consequences of a dignified struggle
for freedom, the prisons of Cuba are full of
men and women of all backgrounds and ages
who represent the best of the Cuban nation.
Thousands languish in the gulag because they
refuse to accept the current reality of night-
marish oppression in Cuba today.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Milan Fernandez is lan-
guishing in the horror of the totalitarian gulag
because he believes in freedom for the people
of Cuba. My Colleagues, we must demand the
immediate release of Luis Milan Fernandez
and every prisoner of conscience suffering in
the indescribable gulags of the nightmare
called the Castro regime.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF LULAC ON ITS 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the League of United Latin American
Citizens as it celebrates its 75th year of ad-
vancing the economic condition, educational
attainment, political influence, health and civil
rights of Hispanics in the United States.

LULAC'’s founding 75 years ago signaled
the end of one era and the beginning of an-
other. For decades, the Hispanic community
had been engulfed in an environment of in-
equality, discrimination and injustice. The cre-
ation of an institution like LULAC initiated a
positive change in the future direction of the
Hispanic community as it embodied the will of
a people to overcome these barriers to social
inclusion and civic participation and claim their
rights as U.S. citizens, to access the American
dream.

Today, LULAC represents Hispanics in most
parts of the United States, as well as Puerto
Rico and Guam. It also serves as a corner-
stone for some of the most successful His-
panic national organizations. For example,
LULAC formed the American Gl Forum to ad-
dress the rights of Hispanic veterans. LULAC
also helped to create the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Education Fund to function
as the legal arm of the Hispanic community.

LULAC's record of activism, whether fighting
for voting rights and full access to the political
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process, equal educational opportunities for
Hispanic children, or the rights of women and
full inclusion in American society, is a testi-
mony that it is an organization that will forever
address those issues that impact the lives and
future of all Hispanic Americans. | commend
LULAC on its 75 years of service and the in-
numerable contributions it has made to our
Hispanic community and our country as a
whole.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
for three votes on Tuesday, March 9, 2004
due to a family illness. Had | been present, |
would have cast my votes as follows: Rollcall
No. 42 (H. Res. 519), “aye”; Rollcall No. 43
(H. Res. 392), “aye”; Rollcall No. 44 (H. Res.
475), “aye.”

——————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
CARR-BAILEY AMERICAN LEGION
POST NO. 519

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Carr-Bailey American Legion Post
No. 519 of Mineral City is recognized for sup-
porting American forces in Iraq; and

Whereas, Carr-Bailey Post No. 519 has
upheld their Congressional mandate to sup-
port veterans and active-duty members of the
United States armed forces by providing care
packages to the brave men and women serv-
ing in Irag; and

Whereas, Carr-Bailey Post No. 519 has
demonstrated patriotic and faithful dedication
to those fighting for liberty and freedom at
home and around the world,;

Therefore, | join with the residents of
Tuscarawas County and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in commending Carr-Bailey
American Legion Post No. 519 for continued
support of our American troops overseas.

————

CONGRATULATING LAKE HIGH-
LANDS HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS
40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2004

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today, |
would like to extend my warmest congratula-
tions to Lake Highlands High School in Dallas,
TX, on the occasion of their 40th anniversary.

Education is one of the most important
issues facing the future of our great Nation. If
America is to continue to be the leader of the
modern world, we must offer a solid edu-
cational foundation for our citizens. To suc-
ceed in school and life, every student needs a
basic set of skills. They need to listen atten-
tively, speak persuasively, read with under-
standing, and write with command.
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